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Activity 1: Word Association Freewriting 

• Look at the following random list of words:  

  

suddenly  immune    worried  immaculate  gray-green 

Omaha   voyage     $17.79  blood   fiddlesticks  

  

• Write something—anything—that includes those 10 words/phrases.   

• ADD as many words as you like.  Write whatever comes into your head.  

It doesn’t have to make sense.  It doesn’t have to be grammatical.  Just try 

to use up the 10 words.  

• Don’t stop writing! 

• Please start writing NOW! 
 

 

 

Acknowledgements: activity developed by Ruelaine Stokes, Michigan State University. Random word generator: 

http://watchout4snakes.com/CreativityTools/RandomWord/RandomWordPlus.aspx 
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The Five- Paragraph Essay … 

1. presumes that academic writing is monolithic 

2. prioritizes “surface features” over “deep features” 

3. privileges form over content 

4. shuts down critical thinking 

5. is uncommunicative 

6. does not prepare students for “college and career 

readiness” 
 

 

 

 

Berggren, 2008; Common Core State Standards Initiative, 2010; Duxbury, 2008; Elbow, 1991; Rorschach, 2004 2 
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“The five-paragraph essay is not an inherently incorrect form. However, it is 

destructive in that students are not ever allowed to discover if the form fits the 

meaning they seek to make.” (Duxbury, 2008) 



Activity 2: Critical Thinking 
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 OBSERVATION       DESCRIPTION    EVENT/QUOTE 

  

   

 

GENERALIZATION     INTERPRETATION   EXPLANATION 

     

  

   

 

   ANALYSIS                  RESPONSE  REFLECTION 

  

  

WHAT DOES IT MEAN? WHY IS IT INTERESTING? 

 

Adapted from Elbow & Belanoff, 1995, p.140  and Peterson, 1996, p. 49 



Activity: Critical Thinking Practice 

Task: Develop the idea that your group is given using the model. 

  

[Newspaper] Sony announced Monday [October 25, 2010] that it has ceased 

production of the classic, cassette tape Walkman in Japan, effectively sounding 

the death knell of the once iconic, now obsolete device. (www.philly.com) 

 

[Literary Text: Non-fiction] “Thirty years ago, my older brother, who was 10 

years old at the time, was trying to get a report on birds written that he’d had 

three months to write. (It) was due the next day. We were out at our family 

cabin …. and he was sitting at the kitchen table close to tears, surrounded by 

paper and pencils and unopened books on birds, immobilized by the hugeness 

of the task. Then, my father sat down beside him, put his arm around my 

brother’s shoulder, and said, “Bird by bird, buddy. Just take it bird by bird.”  

(From Bird By Bird by Ann Lamott) 

  

[Statistic] There are 4% fewer fires and traffic accidents on average on Fridays 

the 13th compared to other Fridays. (Harper’s Index, October 2008) 
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Genre 

• Writing is a “way of knowing” (Carter, 2007) 

• Genre is a “typified rhetorical action. […] A rhetorically 

sound definition of genre must be centered not on the 

substance or form of discourse but on the action it is 

used to accomplish.” (Miller,1984, p. 151) 

 

• That is, genres do something! 
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Activity 3: Abstracts 

• Scan the sample abstracts of 3 published review articles 

• Look for the answers to these questions: 

 

1. What verb tenses do you see? Could other tenses be used? 

2. What is the purpose of the first sentence of abstracts 1 and 2?  

How is abstract 3 different? Which style do you prefer? 

3. Which abstracts preview the organization of the article? 

4. What is the function of the final sentence in each abstract? 

5. How do the writers refer to themselves and their articles?  

Which choice do you prefer? 
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• Not what must I do, but what do writers do? 

• Focus on the function of the writing 

• Bottom-up definition 

 

The five-paragraph essay is not a genre! 

 

Real writers do it in as many paragraphs as they need and 

in the genre that best accomplishes their purpose. 

Teaching academic writing means teaching how to 

recognize, analyze, and produce the valued genres of the 

academy. 

 

Benefits of Genre Approaches 
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