
Thesis & Dissertation

Boot Camp
January 9-13 • 9am - 4pm • TC Lab • Fitch Hall

About Boot Camp

Thesis/Dissertation Boot Camp, hosted by the New Mexico Tech Writing Center and 
the Center for Graduate Studies, is designed to provide graduate students with time 
and space for disciplined work on their theses, dissertations, or other graduate writing 
projects, without the usual distractions that cause even the best of writers to procrasti-
nate (e.g., Facebook!). While we will have a few short workshops throughout the week on 
creating writing schedules, writing groups, etc., we will spend the majority of the time 
writing.

Boot Camp’s main base of operations is in the Technical Communication Lab in the 
basement of Fitch Hall (002 Fitch). We dedicate at least three rooms as quiet work 
spaces: The TC Lab and the Writing Center (017 & 018 Fitch). Rooms are equipped with 
desktop computers (Macs and PCs), laptops, printers, large wall-mounted computer 
monitors, comfortable chairs, and small work tables where you can spread out with your 
laptop and research. Writing Center faculty also offer writing consultations throughout 
the week in Fitch 016.

We will provide small snacks, coffee, tea, and bottled water. Feel free to bring any other 
snacks that help you write. We will not provide lunch, though we will give you an hour-
long lunch break each day from 12 to 1. You can bring a sack lunch with you or leave for 
lunch and come back afterward. 

Funding for Boot Camp is provided, in part, by a Department of Education grant (Title 
V: Providing Postbaccalaureate Opportunities for Hispanic Americans). For more in-
formation on graduate student initiatives funded by this grant, contact Steve Simpson 
(ssimpson@nmt.edu), Christy Neill (cneill@admin.nmt.edu), or Karen Chavez in the 
Center for Graduate Studies (KChavez@admin.nmt.edu).



Boot Camp Staff

Dr. William D. Stone—Professor of Mathematics

Dr. Steve Simpson—Assistant Professor of 
Communication, Writing Center Director

Marcia Bardy—Writing Center Graduate Student 
Fellow

What to Bring

In short, bring anything that will help you write 
your thesis/dissertation, including…

• Research materials. Articles, books, data, etc.
• Example of thesis or dissertation in your field.
• Lunch. 
• Laptop (optional). 
• Ear phones (optional). If you like listening to mu-
sic while you work, please bring ear phones so that 
you don’t disturb others.

Boot Camp “Rules”

The purpose of Boot Camp is to provide a good 
space for sustained, disciplined work on your thesis 
or dissertation. For the best results, we suggest the 
following:

• Arrive on time (9 a.m. or a little before)   
every day. Stay for the entire session.
• Keep snack or bathroom breaks short (5-10 min-
utes).
• Turn off cell phones while in dedicated work 
rooms.
• Don’t disturb your neighbors with unnecessary 
noise or conversation in dedicated work rooms.
• Use the Internet for research only (i.e., no e-mail, 
no shopping, no surfing). 
• Keep writing.*

NO

 

ZONE

Tentative Boot Camp Schedule
(Subject to change)

Monday (Jan. 9)

9-10:30:  Boot Camp orientation & 
  opening workshop; thesis   
           formatting guidelines w/ John  
            Shipman
10-12:  Write, write, write
12-1:   Lunch Break
1-4:   Write, write, write

Tuesday (Jan. 10)

9-9:30:  Meet with writing groups 
9:30-12:  Write, write, write
12-1:   Lunch Break
1-4:   Write, write write

Wednesday (Jan. 11)

9-9:30:  Meet with writing groups   
9:30-12:  Write, write, write
12-1:   Lunch Break
1-3:30:  Write, write, write
3:30-4:  Mid-week stretch, with 
  Dr. Maggie Griffin

Thursday (Jan. 12)

9-9:30:  Meet with writing groups 
9:30-12:  Write, write, write
12-1:   Lunch Break
1-4:   Write, write write

Friday (Jan. 13)

9-9:30:  Meet with writing groups 
9:30-12:  Write, write, write
12-1:   Boot Camp potluck
1-3:30:  Write, write write
3:30-4:  Boot Camp evaluations & 
  closing thoughts

* Adapted from Hume Writing Center materials, 
Stanford University.
http://hwc.stanford.edu/graduates/StarterKit.htm


