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Abstract:  

A faculty needs survey has informed EAP program enhancements to support professional 

competence in graduate ESL instruction. Specifically, collaboration between TESOL 

professionals and disciplinary faculty has resulted in the development and implementation of 

customized, graduate-level, credit-bearing courses. 

 

Summary:  

In the 21
st
 Century, support of international students is critical to internationalization of the 

university curriculum. The perspectives and input these international students provide is 

invaluable in helping faculty, staff, and other students understand more about the world and 

about communicating with others from different cultures. However, many of these students need 

additional language and cultural support to be successful, in the form of ESL courses required for 

full university admission and/or in their first semester of content courses.  

 

International graduate students often struggle with discipline-specific critical thinking and 

communication skills as well as disciplinary socialization knowledge needed to master 

professional communication and behavior. University faculty, while clear about what students or 

professionals need to do in their field and where internationals require support, are often not able 

to identify in detail what support will help them acquire the needed skills.  University faculty 

input has been used to inform recent Eastern Michigan University (EMU) graduate level EAP 

course revisions to support development of graduate-level academic and professional skills.  

 

Although development of discipline-specific professional communication skills and student 

learning transfer to discipline-specific program courses has often been beyond the scope of a 

typical EAP-focused ESL program (James, 2010), they can be incorporated into an ESL 

curriculum. Collaboration between graduate program departments with high percentages of 

internationals and the ESL program at EMU has been effective in the development and teaching 

of customized graduate-level, credit bearing courses to support students in developing their 

professional competence (Stremler and Anderson, 2013).  

 

James, M.A. (2010). Transfer climate and EAP education: Student’s perceptions of challenges to  

learning transfer. English for Specific Purposes, 29, 133-147. 

 

Stremler, K. and Anderson, K. (2013). Merging ESL and STEM. TESOL HEIS News. 

http://newsmanager.commpartners.com/tesolheis/issues/2013-01-21/2.html. 


