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Text 1:
Prompt: What sort of picture do you get about the treatment of Babylonian women?
Hammurabi's Code is a set of written laws from the ancient Babylonian civilization; which makes it an important source 
for finding out about the treatment of women in terms of the laws that were applied in society, which themselves reflect 
the cultural attitudes during that time period. The main view we get throughout the laws is that there was significant 
inequality between women and men because women were largely excluded from the language of the laws, their lives 
consisted of mainly being confined to household tasks, with few rights in important matters such as divorce and 
marriage.  

The first-most noticeable way that we see inequality between men and women is the language itself in which each of the 
laws is written. Every single law is addressed to the men, with the use of the pronoun "he" throughout the text, even 
when the laws are closely referring to female issues. The general idea we get from this is that women were regarded as 
negligible when it came to issues that would deeply affect society (like laws). 

The impression we get from most of the laws is that women were confined to the household and that almost all 
professions were occupied by men, leaving women no opportunity to directly make a contribution to the society’s 
economy. Evidence of this is that every law concerned with the economy or a profession in any way (48 for debt; 53 and 
54 for farming; 104 for trading; 215 for a physician and 229 for a builder) refers exclusively to men. This clearly illustrates 
that women did not take up jobs as much as men did.   Laws 133 and 134 further emphasize this point by directly stating 
that women were not allowed to get their own "sustenance" by earning on their own, but expected to enter another 
household and depend on another man if their husbands were not present. This supports the point above about women 
not being part of many professions; perhaps it was a culturally frowned upon for women to be in a workplace, hence 
they were deeply encouraged to not seek work but rather depend completely on men for their economic needs.

One of the aspects of the unequal treatment of women that stands out the most is the idea that Babylonian women 
were under the control of men, evident in the laws concerning marriage and divorce.   We see that women had few 
consensual rights in a marriage. Law 128 is particularly interesting, as it considers a marriage's basic foundation to be 
sexual intercourse, especially putting blame on the woman to be "no wife" if there is no intercourse. Rather than forming 
emotional connections with their wives, men were encouraged to find a sexual connection first, while women had no 
voice in this.  In addition, while men had the right to ask for divorce as stated in laws 137 and 138, women did not.  
Although some rights were given to women such as the right to own land and receiving a dowry, these laws were for the 
sole reason that the woman can bring up the children, not for her own benefit.

In conclusion, Hammurabi's Code gives the impression of women in Babylonian society to be considered inferior to men, 
and placed mainly in the household to look after the children.  The Code was also skewed positively towards men's 
rights, and women were mainly disregarded when it came to the basic structure of society.



Prompt: According to McNeill, to what degree does disease influence culture (example: religious belief)?

The establishment of empires and close knit societies led to the spread of new diseases.  Diseases became a 
significant obstacle to continuous human expansion, so much so that humanity could no longer ignore them. 
This in turn led to disease’s influence on culture such as the spread of Buddhism in India after 500 B.C, the 
transcendentalism in Indian religions, as well as belief in larger families in Chinese culture, the most important 
influence.

One important influence of disease on culture was the spread of Buddhism throughout India based on the idea 
of reincarnation after death and the idea of Nirvana, a Heaven for the people who were good to others in their 
lives. Buddhism started and spread after 500 B.C when the climate of India throughout its most farmed lands 
became warm and wet (McNeill), leading to the birth of a host of diseases such as malaria and dengue fever 
affecting millions. Indians found solace in a religion that taught of the idea that once a person died, he would 
move on in the reincarnation cycle until they reached Heaven. In this case, disease influenced Indian culture.

A second important influence of disease was transcendentalism.  Most practitioners of Hinduism and 
Buddhism were the poverty-stricken, disease-ridden peasants (McNeill). In both religions, transcendentalism 
was very important, and they rejected material goods and wealth in place of spiritual enlightenment. These 
religions started to take hold in India during a time when plague was amok.  The pursuit of spiritual 
enlightenment and transcendent bliss was a way to cope with the despair the peasants felt at the atmosphere 
of death and destruction around them caused, again, by the disease and plagues which took hold in the region.

A third influence was during the third century B.C, when Chinese peasants tried to expand across the Yellow 
River valley, disease became the number one obstacle to break through for expansion. The valley has so much 
shallow standing water and the main crop the Chinese grew was rice.  This requires working in such water, and 
as a result plagues flourished in this valley. The Chinese population continued to rise. In other words, Chinese 
population rose in the valley. Thus, the Chinese were accustomed to building larger families as a defense 
against the effect of diseases which explains how the Chinese flourished. In this way, disease had an effect on 
Chinese culture.

Therefore, disease had a number of effects on human culture, such as spread of Buddhism, the spread of 
transcendentalism among diseased peasants and the belief in larger families in Chinese culture. 



Stages of Argument (from Coffin, 2006)

(Optional:  Background information: Provides a context for the issue)
Thesis: Puts forward the main argument / overall position

Arguments:  Elaborating evidence that supports the thesis

(Optional: Counter-Arguments)

(Optional: Concession: Qualifying the argument)

Reinforcement: Reaffirms and strengthens the thesis



Text 1:
Prompt: What sort of picture do you get about the treatment of Babylonian women?
Hammurabi's Code is a set of written laws from the ancient Babylonian civilization; which makes it an important source 
for finding out about the treatment of women in terms of the laws that were applied in society, which themselves reflect 
the cultural attitudes during that time period. The main view we get throughout the laws is that there was significant 
inequality between women and men because women were largely excluded from the language of the laws, their lives 
consisted of mainly being confined to household tasks, with few rights in important matters such as divorce and 
marriage.  

The first-most noticeable way that we see inequality between men and women is the language itself in which each of 
the laws is written. Every single law is addressed to the men, with the use of the pronoun "he" throughout the text, 
even when the laws are closely referring to female issues. The general idea we get from this is that women were 
regarded as negligible when it came to issues that would deeply affect society (like laws). 

The impression we get from most of the laws is that women were confined to the household and that almost all 
professions were occupied by men, leaving women no opportunity to directly make a contribution to the society’s 
economy. Evidence of this is that every law concerned with the economy or a profession in any way (48 for debt; 53 and 
54 for farming; 104 for trading; 215 for a physician and 229 for a builder) refers exclusively to men. This clearly illustrates 
that women did not take up jobs as much as men did.   Laws 133 and 134 further emphasize this point by directly stating 
that women were not allowed to get their own "sustenance" by earning on their own, but expected to enter another 
household and depend on another man if their husbands were not present. This supports the point above about women 
not being part of many professions; perhaps it was a culturally frowned upon for women to be in a workplace, hence 
they were deeply encouraged to not seek work but rather depend completely on men for their economic needs.

One of the aspects of the unequal treatment of women that stands out the most is the idea that Babylonian women 
were under the control of men, evident in the laws concerning marriage and divorce. We see that women had few 
consensual rights in a marriage. Law 128 is particularly interesting, as it considers a marriage's basic foundation to be 
sexual intercourse, especially putting blame on the woman to be "no wife" if there is no intercourse. Rather than forming 
emotional connections with their wives, men were encouraged to find a sexual connection first, while women had no 
voice in this.  In addition, while men had the right to ask for divorce as stated in laws 137 and 138, women did not.  
Although some rights were given to women such as the right to own land and receiving a dowry, these laws were for the 
sole reason that the woman can bring up the children, not for her own benefit.

In conclusion, Hammurabi's Code gives the impression of women in Babylonian society to be considered inferior to 
men, and placed mainly in the household to look after the children.  The Code was also skewed positively towards men's 
rights, and women were mainly disregarded when it came to the basic structure of society.



Stages of Explanation (Coffin, 2006)

Outcome, with multi-part thesis
(Multiple causes/effects)

Cause/effect 1 Cause/effect 2 Cause/effect 3

Restatement of causes/effects



Prompt: According to McNeill, to what degree does disease influence culture (example: religious belief)?

The establishment of empires and close knit societies led to the spread of new diseases.  Diseases became a 
significant obstacle to continuous human expansion, so much so that humanity could no longer ignore them. 
This in turn led to disease’s influence on culture such as the spread of Buddhism in India after 500 B.C, the 
transcendentalism in Indian religions, as well as belief in larger families in Chinese culture, the most 
important influence.

One important influence of disease on culture was the spread of Buddhism throughout India based on the 
idea of reincarnation after death and the idea of Nirvana, a Heaven for the people who were good to others in 
their lives. Buddhism started and spread after 500 B.C when the climate of India throughout its most farmed 
lands became warm and wet (McNeill), leading to the birth of a host of diseases such as malaria and dengue 
fever affecting millions. Indians found solace in a religion that taught of the idea that once a person died, he 
would move on in the reincarnation cycle until they reached Heaven. In this case, disease influenced Indian 
culture.

A second important influence of disease was transcendentalism.  Most practitioners of Hinduism and 
Buddhism were the poverty-stricken, disease-ridden peasants (McNeill). In both religions, transcendentalism 
was very important, and they rejected material goods and wealth in place of spiritual enlightenment. These 
religions started to take hold in India during a time when plague was amok.  The pursuit of spiritual 
enlightenment and transcendent bliss was a way to cope with the despair the peasants felt at the atmosphere 
of death and destruction around them caused, again, by the disease and plagues which took hold in the region.

A third influence was during the third century B.C, when Chinese peasants tried to expand across the Yellow 
River valley, disease became the number one obstacle to break through for expansion. The valley has so much 
shallow standing water and the main crop the Chinese grew was rice.  This requires working in such water, and 
as a result plagues flourished in this valley. The Chinese population continued to rise. In other words, Chinese 
population rose in the valley. Thus, the Chinese were accustomed to building larger families as a defense 
against the effect of diseases which explains how the Chinese flourished. In this way, disease had an effect 
on Chinese culture.

Therefore, disease had a number of effects on human culture, such as spread of Buddhism, the spread of 
transcendentalism among diseased peasants and the belief in larger families in Chinese culture. 



Text 1:
Prompt: What sort of picture do you get about the treatment of Babylonian women?
Hammurabi's Code is a set of written laws from the ancient Babylonian civilization; which makes it an important source 
for finding out about the treatment of women in terms of the laws that were applied in society, which themselves reflect 
the cultural attitudes during that time period. The main view we get throughout the laws is that there was significant
inequality between women and men because women were largely excluded from the language of the laws, their lives 
consisted of mainly being confined to household tasks, with few rights in important matters such as divorce and 
marriage.  

The first-most noticeable way that we see inequality between men and women is the language itself in which each of 
the laws is written. Every single law is addressed to the men, with the use of the pronoun "he" throughout the text, even 
when the laws are closely referring to female issues. The general idea we get from this is that women were regarded as 
negligible when it came to issues that would deeply affect society (like laws). 

The impression we get from most of the laws is that women were confined to the household and that almost all 
professions were occupied by men, leaving women no opportunity to directly make a contribution to the society’s 
economy. Evidence of this is that every law concerned with the economy or a profession in any way (48 for debt; 53 and 
54 for farming; 104 for trading; 215 for a physician and 229 for a builder) refers exclusively to men. This clearly illustrates 
that women did not take up jobs as much as men did.   Laws 133 and 134 further emphasize this point by directly stating 
that women were not allowed to get their own "sustenance" by earning on their own, but expected to enter another 
household and depend on another man if their husbands were not present. This supports the point above about women 
not being part of many professions; perhaps it was a culturally frowned upon for women to be in a workplace, hence 
they were deeply encouraged to not seek work but rather depend completely on men for their economic needs.

One of the aspects of the unequal treatment of women that stands out the most is the idea that Babylonian women 
were under the control of men, evident in the laws concerning marriage and divorce.   We see that women had few 
consensual rights in a marriage. Law 128 is particularly interesting, as it considers a marriage's basic foundation to be 
sexual intercourse, especially putting blame on the woman to be "no wife" if there is no intercourse. Rather than forming 
emotional connections with their wives, men were encouraged to find a sexual connection first, while women had no 
voice in this.  In addition, while men had the right to ask for divorce as stated in laws 137 and 138, women did not.  
Although some rights were given to women such as the right to own land and receiving a dowry, these laws were for the 
sole reason that the woman can bring up the children, not for her own benefit.

In conclusion, Hammurabi's Code gives the impression of women in Babylonian society to be considered inferior to men, 
and placed mainly in the household to look after the children.  The Code was also skewed positively towards men's 
rights, and women were mainly disregarded when it came to the basic structure of society.

Language of argumentative thesis:

“Signaling nouns”:  abstract and condense 
information 

Consequential markers to propose a 
position

Evaluation of degree (followed up in body)



Prompt: According to McNeill, to what degree does disease influence culture (example: religious belief)?

The establishment of empires and close knit societies led to the spread of new diseases.  Diseases became a 
significant obstacle to continuous human expansion, so much so that humanity could no longer ignore them. 
This in turn led to disease’s influence on culture such as the spread of Buddhism in India after 500 B.C, the 
transcendentalism in Indian religions, as well as belief in larger families in Chinese culture, the most 
important influence.

One important influence of disease on culture was the spread of Buddhism throughout India based on the 
idea of reincarnation after death and the idea of Nirvana, a Heaven for the people who were good to others in 
their lives. Buddhism started and spread after 500 B.C when the climate of India throughout its most farmed 
lands became warm and wet (McNeill), leading to the birth of a host of diseases such as malaria and dengue 
fever affecting millions. Indians found solace in a religion that taught of the idea that once a person died, he 
would move on in the reincarnation cycle until they reached Heaven. In this case, disease influenced Indian 
culture.

A second important influence of disease was transcendentalism.  Most practitioners of Hinduism and 
Buddhism were the poverty-stricken, disease-ridden peasants (McNeill). In both religions, transcendentalism 
was very important, and they rejected material goods and wealth in place of spiritual enlightenment. These 
religions started to take hold in India during a time when plague was amok.  The pursuit of spiritual 
enlightenment and transcendent bliss was a way to cope with the despair the peasants felt at the atmosphere 
of death and destruction around them caused, again, by the disease and plagues which took hold in the region.

A third influence was during the third century B.C, when Chinese peasants tried to expand across the Yellow 
River valley, disease became the number one obstacle to break through for expansion. The valley has so much 
shallow standing water and the main crop the Chinese grew was rice.  This requires working in such water, and 
as a result plagues flourished in this valley. The Chinese population continued to rise. In other words, Chinese 
population rose in the valley. Thus, the Chinese were accustomed to building larger families as a defense 
against the effect of diseases which explains how the Chinese flourished. In this way, disease had an effect on 
Chinese culture.

Therefore, disease had a number of effects on human culture, such as spread of Buddhism, the spread of 
transcendentalism among diseased peasants and the belief in larger families in Chinese culture. 

Language of 
explanatory “thesis”:

3 separate outcomes, 
rather than an over-

arching claim

No position



Interpersonal language of argument

• Arguments should hold ideas as tentative, rather than 
factual; they have to be argued for, leaving room for 
other alternatives

• Often expressed through modality, such as: may, might, could, 
possibly, largely, mainly, perhaps, it is likely/possible that



Text 1:
Prompt: What sort of picture do you get about the treatment of Babylonian women?

Hammurabi's Code is a set of written laws from the ancient Babylonian civilization; which makes it an important source for 
finding out about the treatment of women in terms of the laws that were applied in society, which themselves reflect the 
cultural attitudes during that time period. The view we get throughout the laws is that there was significant inequality 
between women and men because women were largely excluded from the language of the laws, their lives consisted of 
mainly being confined to household tasks, with few rights in important matters such as divorce and marriage.  

The first-most noticeable way that we see inequality between men and women is the language itself in which each of the 
laws is written. Every single law is addressed to the men, with the use of the pronoun "he" throughout the text, even 
when the laws are closely referring to female issues. The general idea we get from this is that women were regarded as 
negligible when it came to issues that would deeply affect society (like laws). 

The impression we get from most of the laws is that women were confined to the household and that almost all 
professions were occupied by men, leaving women no opportunity to directly make a contribution to the society’s 
economy. Evidence of this is that every law concerned with the economy or a profession in any way (48 for debt; 53 and 
54 for farming; 104 for trading; 215 for a physician and 229 for a builder) refers exclusively to men. This clearly illustrates 
that women did not take up jobs as much as men did.   Laws 133 and 134 further emphasize this point by directly stating 
that women were not allowed to get their own "sustenance" by earning on their own, but expected to enter another 
household and depend on another man if their husbands were not present. This supports the point above about women 
not being part of many professions; perhaps it was a culturally frowned upon for women to be in a workplace, hence they 
were deeply encouraged to not seek work but rather depend completely on men for their economic needs.

One of the aspects of the unequal treatment of women that stands out the most is the idea that Babylonian women were 
under the control of men, evident in the laws concerning marriage and divorce.   We see that women had few consensual 
rights in a marriage. Law 128 is particularly interesting, as it considers a marriage's basic foundation to be sexual 
intercourse, especially putting blame on the woman to be "no wife" if there is no intercourse. Rather than forming 
emotional connections with their wives, men were encouraged to find a sexual connection first, while women had no 
voice in this.  In addition, while men had the right to ask for divorce as stated in laws 137 and 138, women did not.  
Although some rights were given to women such as the right to own land and receiving a dowry, these laws were for the 
sole reason that the woman can bring up the children, not for her own benefit.

In conclusion, Hammurabi's Code gives the impression of women in Babylonian society to be considered inferior to men, 
and placed mainly in the household to look after the children.  The Code was also skewed positively towards men's rights, 
and women were mainly disregarded when it came to the basic structure of society.



Interpersonal language of argument
Positioning the reader:

• Language that shows awareness of the reader’s position, 
anticipates the reader’s position, and aligns the reader to the 
writer’s position

Example: 

• Every single law is addressed to the men, with the use of the 
pronoun "he" throughout the text, even when the laws are 
closely referring to female issues.

• Concede alternative positions and then counter them

• Although some rights were given to women such as the right 
to own land and receiving a dowry, these laws were for the 
sole reason that the woman can bring up the children, not 
for her own benefit.



Text 1:
Prompt: What sort of picture do you get about the treatment of Babylonian women?

Hammurabi's Code is a set of written laws from the ancient Babylonian civilization; which makes it an important source for 
finding out about the treatment of women in terms of the laws that were applied in society, which themselves reflect the 
cultural attitudes during that time period. The main view we get throughout the laws is that there was significant 
inequality between women and men because women were largely excluded from the language of the laws, their lives 
consisted of mainly being confined to household tasks, with few rights in important matters such as divorce and marriage.  

The first-most noticeable way that we see inequality between men and women is the language itself in which each of the 
laws is written. Every single law is addressed to the men, with the use of the pronoun "he" throughout the text, even
when the laws are closely referring to female issues. The general idea we get from this is that women were regarded as 
negligible when it came to issues that would deeply affect society (like laws). 

The impression we get from most of the laws is that women were confined to the household and that almost all 
professions were occupied by men, leaving women no opportunity to directly make a contribution to the society’s 
economy. Evidence of this is that every law concerned with the economy or a profession in any way (48 for debt; 53 and 
54 for farming; 104 for trading; 215 for a physician and 229 for a builder) refers exclusively to men. This clearly illustrates 
that women did not take up jobs as much as men did.   Laws 133 and 134 further emphasize this point by directly stating 
that women were not allowed to get their own "sustenance" by earning on their own, but expected to enter another 
household and depend on another man if their husbands were not present. This supports the point above about women 
not being part of many professions; perhaps it was a culturally frowned upon for women to be in a workplace, hence they 
were deeply encouraged to not seek work but rather depend completely on men for their economic needs.

One of the aspects of the unequal treatment of women that stands out the most is the idea that Babylonian women were 
under the control of men, evident in the laws concerning marriage and divorce.   We see that women had few consensual 
rights in a marriage. Law 128 is particularly interesting, as it considers a marriage's basic foundation to be sexual 
intercourse, especially putting blame on the woman to be "no wife" if there is no intercourse. Rather than forming 
emotional connections with their wives, men were encouraged to find a sexual connection first, while women had no 
voice in this.  In addition, while men had the right to ask for divorce as stated in laws 137 and 138, women did not.  
Although some rights were given to women such as the right to own land and receiving a dowry, these laws were for the 
sole reason that the woman can bring up the children, not for her own benefit.

In conclusion, Hammurabi's Code gives the impression of women in Babylonian society to be considered inferior to men, 
and placed mainly in the household to look after the children.  The Code was also skewed positively towards men's rights, 
and women were mainly disregarded when it came to the basic structure of society.



Prompt: According to McNeill, to what degree does disease influence culture (example: religious belief)?

The establishment of empires and close knit societies led to the spread of new diseases.  Diseases became a 
significant obstacle to continuous human expansion, so much so that humanity could no longer ignore them. 
This in turn led to disease’s influence on culture such as the spread of Buddhism in India after 500 B.C, the 
transcendentalism in Indian religions, as well as belief in larger families in Chinese culture, the most important 
influence.

One important influence of disease on culture was the spread of Buddhism throughout India based on the idea 
of reincarnation after death and the idea of Nirvana, a Heaven for the people who were good to others in their 
lives. Buddhism started and spread after 500 B.C when the climate of India throughout its most farmed lands 
became warm and wet (McNeill), leading to the birth of a host of diseases such as malaria and dengue fever 
affecting millions. Indians found solace in a religion that taught of the idea that once a person died, he would 
move on in the reincarnation cycle until they reached Heaven. In this case, disease influenced Indian culture.

A second important influence of disease was transcendentalism.  Most practitioners of Hinduism and 
Buddhism were the poverty-stricken, disease-ridden peasants (McNeill). In both religions, transcendentalism 
was very important, and they rejected material goods and wealth in place of spiritual enlightenment. These 
religions started to take hold in India during a time when plague was amok.  The pursuit of spiritual 
enlightenment and transcendent bliss was a way to cope with the despair the peasants felt at the atmosphere 
of death and destruction around them caused, again, by the disease and plagues which took hold in the 
region.

A third influence was during the third century B.C, when Chinese peasants tried to expand across the Yellow 
River valley, disease became the number one obstacle to break through for expansion. The valley has so much 
shallow standing water and the main crop the Chinese grew was rice.  This requires working in such water, and 
as a result plagues flourished in this valley. The Chinese population continued to rise. In other words, Chinese 
population rose in the valley. Thus, the Chinese were accustomed to building larger families as a defense 
against the effect of diseases which explains how the Chinese flourished. In this way, disease had an effect on 
Chinese culture.

Therefore, disease had a number of effects on human culture, such as spread of Buddhism, the spread of 
transcendentalism among diseased peasants and the belief in larger families in Chinese culture. 

Language of Explanation:

Presents information as factual 
(often via non-modalized verbs)

Alignment with the reader is 
assumed



Interpersonal language of argument

Arguments link evidence to claims explicitly
• Often using deictics and endorse moves, such as:

• Evidence of this is that every law concerned with the economy 
or a profession in any way (48 for debt; 53 and 54 for farming; 
104 for trading; 215 for a physician and 229 for a builder) refers 
exclusively to men. This clearly illustrates that women did not 
take up jobs as much as men did.



Text 1:
Prompt: What sort of picture do you get about the treatment of Babylonian women?

Hammurabi's Code is a set of written laws from the ancient Babylonian civilization; which makes it an important source for 
finding out about the treatment of women in terms of the laws that were applied in society, which themselves reflect the 
cultural attitudes during that time period. The main view we get throughout the laws is that there was significant 
inequality between women and men because women were largely excluded from the language of the laws, their lives 
consisted of mainly being confined to household tasks, with few rights in important matters such as divorce and marriage.  

The first-most noticeable way that we see inequality between men and women is the language itself in which each of the 
laws is written. Every single law is addressed to the men, with the use of the pronoun "he" throughout the text, even 
when the laws are closely referring to female issues. The general idea we get from this is that women were regarded as 
negligible when it came to issues that would deeply affect society (like laws). 

The impression we get from most of the laws is that women were confined to the household and that almost all 
professions were occupied by men, leaving women no opportunity to directly make a contribution to the society’s 
economy. Evidence of this is that every law concerned with the economy or a profession in any way (48 for debt; 53 and 
54 for farming; 104 for trading; 215 for a physician and 229 for a builder) refers exclusively to men. This clearly illustrates 
that women did not take up jobs as much as men did.   Laws 133 and 134 further emphasize this point by directly stating 
that women were not allowed to get their own "sustenance" by earning on their own, but expected to enter another 
household and depend on another man if their husbands were not present. This supports the point above about women 
not being part of many professions; perhaps it was a culturally frowned upon for women to be in a workplace, hence they 
were deeply encouraged to not seek work but rather depend completely on men for their economic needs.

One of the aspects of the unequal treatment of women that stands out the most is the idea that Babylonian women were 
under the control of men, evident in the laws concerning marriage and divorce.   We see that women had few consensual 
rights in a marriage. Law 128 is particularly interesting, as it considers a marriage's basic foundation to be sexual 
intercourse, especially putting blame on the woman to be "no wife" if there is no intercourse. Rather than forming 
emotional connections with their wives, men were encouraged to find a sexual connection first, while women had no 
voice in this.  In addition, while men had the right to ask for divorce as stated in laws 137 and 138, women did not.  
Although some rights were given to women such as the right to own land and receiving a dowry, these laws were for the 
sole reason that the woman can bring up the children, not for her own benefit.

In conclusion, Hammurabi's Code gives the impression of women in Babylonian society to be considered inferior to men, 
and placed mainly in the household to look after the children.  The Code was also skewed positively towards men's rights, 
and women were mainly disregarded when it came to the basic structure of society.



Interpersonal language of argument

Arguments use consequential markers to connect 
evaluations with evidence. For example:

• Law 128 is particularly interesting, as it considers a 
marriage's basic foundation to be sexual intercourse, 
especially putting blame on the woman to be "no wife" 
if there is no intercourse.



Prompt: According to McNeill, to what degree does disease influence culture (example: religious belief)?

The establishment of empires and close knit societies led to the spread of new diseases.  Diseases became a 
significant obstacle to continuous human expansion, so much so that humanity could no longer ignore them. 
This in turn led to disease’s influence on culture such as the spread of Buddhism in India after 500 B.C, the 
transcendentalism in Indian religions, as well as belief in larger families in Chinese culture, the most important 
influence.

One important influence of disease on culture was the spread of Buddhism throughout India based on the 
idea of reincarnation after death and the idea of Nirvana, a Heaven for the people who were good to others in 
their lives. Buddhism started and spread after 500 B.C when the climate of India throughout its most farmed 
lands became warm and wet (McNeill), leading to the birth of a host of diseases such as malaria and dengue 
fever affecting millions. Indians found solace in a religion that taught of the idea that once a person died, he 
would move on in the reincarnation cycle until they reached Heaven. In this case, disease influenced Indian 
culture.

A second important influence of disease was transcendentalism.  Most practitioners of Hinduism and 
Buddhism were the poverty-stricken, disease-ridden peasants (McNeill). In both religions, transcendentalism 
was very important, and they rejected material goods and wealth in place of spiritual enlightenment. These 
religions started to take hold in India during a time when plague was amok.  The pursuit of spiritual 
enlightenment and transcendent bliss was a way to cope with the despair the peasants felt at the atmosphere 
of death and destruction around them caused, again, by the disease and plagues which took hold in the region.

A third influence was during the third century B.C, when Chinese peasants tried to expand across the Yellow 
River valley, disease became the number one obstacle to break through for expansion. The valley has so much 
shallow standing water and the main crop the Chinese grew was rice.  This requires working in such water, and 
as a result plagues flourished in this valley. The Chinese population continued to rise. In other words, Chinese 
population rose in the valley. Thus, the Chinese were accustomed to building larger families as a defense 
against the effect of diseases which explains how the Chinese flourished. In this way, disease had an effect on 
Chinese culture.

Therefore, disease had a number of effects on human culture, such as spread of Buddhism, the spread of 
transcendentalism among diseased peasants and the belief in larger families in Chinese culture. 

Language of Explanation:

Evaluation of causes and effects 
presented as facts, rather than 
propositions that need to be 

argued for



Prompt: What sort of picture do you get about the treatment of Babylonian women?  

Hammurabi’s code is quite interesting. Some of them I found weird but some were actually meaningful. 
The codes that are related to women truly show the life difference between women these days, and 
Babylon women. 

The code makes you feel like Babylon women were really pressured and controlled by men. The code 
shows that they didn’t have much freedom and everything they do has a punishment by law. Those laws 
applied to daughters, wives and even girlfriends. 

One of the laws stated that if a nun enters or opens a bar, she should be burnt to death. This shows the 
cruelty of the punishments for the Hammurabi code. Burning a woman to death just for entering a bar is 
such an awful crime itself. Some other rules show cruelty as well, such as the law that states that if a 
woman cheated on her husband she shall be tied and thrown into water. All of those laws show that 
women were treated really badly and their punishments were very severe. 

Some laws actually protected women’s rights somehow. There is a law that states that if a woman 
separates with her husband and has a child from him, she is given half his properties and she gets a 
share equal to his son. It also stated that the woman can then marry the man she wants. This shows 
more liberty for women than the other laws that were stated. Another law that protects women is the 
one that stated: “if anyone be guilty of incest with his daughter, he shall be driven from the place” 
(exiled). 

I found the law that says we should kill the daughter if her mother is dead, very unjustified. It shows no 
justice towards women. They were not being treated with justice and they were being killed for no 
reason at all. 

As a conclusion of all the laws that mentioned women in Hammurabi’s code, I concluded that women 
were treated with a strict and cruel manner. They were punished for every mistake they do, and 
sometimes without even making mistakes. They were treated in an uncivilized way and they were 
punished by either getting burnt to death or being thrown into the water. Babylon women were treated 
in a way that is un-acceptable in our current society.



Prompt: What sort of picture do you get about the treatment of Babylonian women?  

Hammurabi’s code is quite interesting. Some of them I found weird but some were actually meaningful. 
The codes that are related to women truly show the life difference between women these days, and 
Babylon women. 

The code makes you feel like Babylon women were really pressured and controlled by men. The code 
shows that they didn’t have much freedom and everything they do has a punishment by law. Those 
laws applied to daughters, wives and even girlfriends. 

One of the laws stated that if a nun enters or opens a bar, she should be burnt to death. This shows the 
cruelty of the punishments for the Hammurabi code. Burning a woman to death just for entering a bar is 
such an awful crime itself. Some other rules show cruelty as well, such as the law that states that if a 
woman cheated on her husband she shall be tied and thrown into water. All of those laws show that 
women were treated really badly and their punishments were very severe. 

Some laws actually protected women’s rights somehow. There is a law that states that if a woman 
separates with her husband and has a child from him, she is given half his properties and she gets a 
share equal to his son. It also stated that the woman can then marry the man she wants. This shows 
more liberty for women than the other laws that were stated. Another law that protects women is the 
one that stated: “if anyone be guilty of incest with his daughter, he shall be driven from the place” 
(exiled). [Concedes, but does not counter, e.g., “Despite these protections…”]

I found the law that says we should kill the daughter if her mother is dead, very unjustified. It shows no 
justice towards women. They were not being treated with justice and they were being killed for no 
reason at all. 

As a conclusion of all the laws that mentioned women in Hammurabi’s code, I concluded that women 
were treated with a strict and cruel manner. They were punished for every mistake they do, and 
sometimes without even making mistakes. They were treated in an uncivilized way and they were 
punished by either getting burnt to death or being thrown into the water. Babylon women were treated 
in a way that is un-acceptable in our current society.

– Stronger thesis in reiteration stage
– Individual perspective

– Topic sentences jump to evidence
– Concedes, but doesn’t counter



Prompt: What sort of picture do you get about the treatment of Babylonian women?  

Hammurabi’s code is quite interesting. Some of them I found weird but some were actually meaningful. 
The codes that are related to women truly show the life difference between women these days, and 
Babylon women. 

The code makes you feel like Babylon women were really pressured and controlled by men. The code 
shows that they didn’t have much freedom and everything they do has a punishment by law. Those laws 
applied to daughters, wives and even girlfriends. 

One of the laws stated that if a nun enters or opens a bar, she should be burnt to death. This shows the 
cruelty of the punishments for the Hammurabi code. Burning a woman to death just for entering a bar is 
such an awful crime itself. Some other rules show cruelty as well, such as the law that states that if a 
woman cheated on her husband she shall be tied and thrown into water. All of those laws show that 
women were treated really badly and their punishments were very severe. 

Some laws actually protected women’s rights somehow. There is a law that states that if a woman 
separates with her husband and has a child from him, she is given half his properties and she gets a 
share equal to his son. It also stated that the woman can then marry the man she wants. This shows
more liberty for women than the other laws that were stated. Another law that protects women is the 
one that stated: “if anyone be guilty of incest with his daughter, he shall be driven from the place” 
(exiled). 

I found the law that says we should kill the daughter if her mother is dead, very unjustified. It shows no 
justice towards women. They were not being treated with justice and they were being killed for no 
reason at all. 

As a conclusion of all the laws that mentioned women in Hammurabi’s code, I concluded that women 
were treated with a strict and cruel manner. They were punished for every mistake they do, and 
sometimes without even making mistakes. They were treated in an uncivilized way and they were 
punished by either getting burnt to death or being thrown into the water. Babylon women were treated 
in a way that is un-acceptable in our current society.

+  Positions the reader consistently

+ Ties evidence to claim



Prompt:  According to McNeill, to what degree does disease influence culture?

McNeill provides us with many facts with supporting details on how diseases affect culture. 
He strongly believes that disease had a fairly large part in reshaping human society and 
culture. The author gives many supporting examples of how diseases affect culture as well as 
civilization. Main factors that were strongly influenced by disease were: economy, agriculture, 
religion and social status. All were influenced by the outbreaks in life treating diseases. 

Economy was severely influenced by disease due to the decrease in human labor and 
efficiency. This caused a low work rate, which alternatively affected the amount of exports an 
empire, can give thus hurting the economy. Man power for building and maintain the vast 
networks of dikes and channels as well as organizing massive armies could not have been 
possible. With low work efficiency due to disease agriculture would slow down. Manpower 
was needed in India to produce food for the empire, but with peasants carrying most 
parasites not enough labor was available to produce enough food. Thus creating a fragile 
empire, due to weak armies and low population. Disease paved way for new research in 
medicine and science.

Religion was influenced a great deal; Confucius tried to regulate “the macro parasites of 
upper class by defying a decorum that would restrict the exercise of power”.  This helped 
china by not overstressing their laborers therefore keeping them healthy. In Egypt, people 
would fear the god of disease and pray not to spread plagues throughout their empire. Social 
status in India was gone, due to low supply of food rulers became just like everyone else. This 
gave changes in how the empire was ruled. Changes In diets as well as behavior was not 
uncommon, people needed to change what they ate and what they did, to lower the 
possibility of getting infected. The Chinese stayed away from certain regions in order not to 
get infected as well as being to unbearable for them to handle. 

In all McNeill’s, information in the text gave the impression that he saw that disease was a 
main cause on the changes in culture. His facts and opinions show that he truly believes that 
culture was influenced by disease and that many aspects like religion and agriculture were 
changed and new practices were done to coupe with the expansion of disease.



Prompt:  According to McNeill, to what degree does disease influence culture?

McNeill provides us with many facts with supporting details on how diseases affect culture. 
He strongly believes that disease had a fairly large part in reshaping human society and 
culture. The author gives many supporting examples of how diseases affect culture as well as 
civilization. Main factors that were strongly influenced by disease were: economy, 
agriculture, religion and social status. All were influenced by the outbreaks in life treating 
diseases. 

Economy was severely influenced by disease due to the decrease in human labor and 
efficiency. This caused a low work rate, which alternatively affected the amount of exports an 
empire, can give thus hurting the economy. Man power for building and maintain the vast 
networks of dikes and channels as well as organizing massive armies could not have been 
possible. With low work efficiency due to disease agriculture would slow down. Manpower 
was needed in India to produce food for the empire, but with peasants carrying most 
parasites not enough labor was available to produce enough food. Thus creating a fragile 
empire, due to weak armies and low population. Disease paved way for new research in 
medicine and science.

Religion was influenced a great deal; Confucius tried to regulate “the macro parasites of 
upper class by defying a decorum that would restrict the exercise of power”.  This helped
china by not overstressing their laborers therefore keeping them healthy. In Egypt, people 
would fear the god of disease and pray not to spread plagues throughout their empire. Social 
status in India was gone, due to low supply of food rulers became just like everyone else. This 
gave changes in how the empire was ruled. Changes In diets as well as behavior was not 
uncommon, people needed to change what they ate and what they did, to lower the 
possibility of getting infected. The Chinese stayed away from certain regions in order not to 
get infected as well as being to unbearable for them to handle. 

In all McNeill’s, information in the text gave the impression that he saw that disease was a 
main cause on the changes in culture. His facts and opinions show that he truly believes that 
culture was influenced by disease and that many aspects like religion and agriculture were 
changed and new practices were done to coupe with the expansion of disease.

– Factual verbs dominate
– No topic sentence for 2 of the claims

– No commentary on relationship between 
evidence and thesis  



Prompt:  According to McNeill, to what degree does disease influence culture?

McNeill provides us with many facts with supporting details on how diseases affect culture. 
He strongly believes that disease had a fairly large part in reshaping human society and 
culture. The author gives many supporting examples of how diseases affect culture as well as 
civilization. Main factors that were strongly influenced by disease were: economy, 
agriculture, religion and social status. All were influenced by the outbreaks in life treating 
diseases. 

Economy was severely influenced by disease due to the decrease in human labor and 
efficiency. This caused a low work rate, which alternatively affected the amount of exports an 
empire, can give thus hurting the economy. Man power for building and maintain the vast 
networks of dikes and channels as well as organizing massive armies could not have been 
possible. With low work efficiency due to disease agriculture would slow down. Manpower 
was needed in India to produce food for the empire, but with peasants carrying most 
parasites not enough labor was available to produce enough food. Thus creating a fragile 
empire, due to weak armies and low population. Disease paved way for new research in 
medicine and science.

Religion was influenced a great deal; Confucius tried to regulate “the macro parasites of 
upper class by defying a decorum that would restrict the exercise of power”.  This helped 
china by not overstressing their laborers therefore keeping them healthy. In Egypt, people 
would fear the god of disease and pray not to spread plagues throughout their empire. Social 
status in India was gone, due to low supply of food rulers became just like everyone else. This 
gave changes in how the empire was ruled. Changes In diets as well as behavior was not 
uncommon, people needed to change what they ate and what they did, to lower the 
possibility of getting infected. The Chinese stayed away from certain regions in order not to 
get infected as well as being to unbearable for them to handle. 

In all McNeill’s, information in the text gave the impression that he saw that disease was a 
main cause on the changes in culture. His facts and opinions show that he truly believes that 
culture was influenced by disease and that many aspects like religion and agriculture were 
changed and new practices were done to coupe with the expansion of disease.

+ Has an over-arching claim that responds to 
the prompt, and a consistent reiteration stage
+ Topic sentences take up over-arching claim





Stages of explanation (Coffin, 2006)



Within paragraphs:  Interpersonal language









Prompt: According to McNeill, to what degree does disease influence culture (example: religious belief)?

The establishment of empires and close knit societies led to the spread of new diseases.  Diseases became a 
significant obstacle to continuous human expansion, so much so that humanity could no longer ignore them. 
This in turn led to disease’s influence on culture such as the spread of Buddhism in India after 500 B.C, the 
transcendentalism in Indian religions, as well as belief in larger families in Chinese culture, the most important 
influence.

One important influence of disease on culture was the spread of Buddhism throughout India based on the idea 
of reincarnation after death and the idea of Nirvana, a Heaven for the people who were good to others in their 
lives. Buddhism started and spread after 500 B.C when the climate of India throughout its most farmed lands 
became warm and wet (McNeill), leading to the birth of a host of diseases such as malaria and dengue fever 
affecting millions. Indians found solace in a religion that taught of the idea that once a person died, he would 
move on in the reincarnation cycle until they reached Heaven. In this case, disease influenced Indian culture.

A second important influence of disease was transcendentalism.  Most practitioners of Hinduism and 
Buddhism were the poverty-stricken, disease-ridden peasants (McNeill). In both religions, transcendentalism 
was very important, and they rejected material goods and wealth in place of spiritual enlightenment. These 
religions started to take hold in India during a time when plague was amok.  The pursuit of spiritual 
enlightenment and transcendent bliss was a way to cope with the despair the peasants felt at the atmosphere 
of death and destruction around them caused, again, by the disease and plagues which took hold in the region.

During the third century B.C, when Chinese peasants tried to expand across the Yellow River valley, disease 
became the number one obstacle to break through for expansion. The valley has so much shallow standing 
water and the main crop the Chinese grew was rice.  This requires working in such water, and as a result 
plagues flourished in this valley. The Chinese population continued to rise. In other words, Chinese population 
rose in the valley. Thus, the Chinese were accustomed to building larger families as a defense against the effect 
of diseases which explains how the Chinese flourished. In this way, disease had an effect on Chinese culture.

Therefore, disease had a number of effects on human culture, such as spread of Buddhism, the spread of 
transcendentalism among diseased peasants and the belief in larger families in Chinese culture. 

Language of Explanation:

Orders causes and effects 
with connectives, rather 

than 



Prompt: According to McNeill, to what degree does disease influence culture (example: religious belief)?

The establishment of empires and close knit societies led to the spread of new diseases.  Diseases became a 
significant obstacle to continuous human expansion, so much so that humanity could no longer ignore them. 
This in turn led to disease’s influence on culture such as the spread of Buddhism in India after 500 B.C, the 
transcendentalism in Indian religions, as well as belief in larger families in Chinese culture, the most important 
influence.

One important influence of disease on culture was the spread of Buddhism throughout India based on the idea 
of reincarnation after death and the idea of Nirvana, a Heaven for the people who were good to others in their 
lives. Buddhism started and spread after 500 B.C when the climate of India throughout its most farmed lands 
became warm and wet (McNeill), leading to the birth of a host of diseases such as malaria and dengue fever 
affecting millions. Indians found solace in a religion that taught of the idea that once a person died, he would 
move on in the reincarnation cycle until they reached Heaven. In this case, disease influenced Indian culture.

A second important influence of disease was transcendentalism.  Most practitioners of Hinduism and 
Buddhism were the poverty-stricken, disease-ridden peasants (McNeill). In both religions, transcendentalism 
was very important, and they rejected material goods and wealth in place of spiritual enlightenment. These 
religions started to take hold in India during a time when plague was amok.  The pursuit of spiritual 
enlightenment and transcendent bliss was a way to cope with the despair the peasants felt at the atmosphere 
of death and destruction around them caused, again, by the disease and plagues which took hold in the region.

During the third century B.C, when Chinese peasants tried to expand across the Yellow River valley, disease 
became the number one obstacle to break through for expansion. The valley has so much shallow standing 
water and the main crop the Chinese grew was rice.  This requires working in such water, and as a result 
plagues flourished in this valley. The Chinese population continued to rise. In other words, Chinese population 
rose in the valley. Thus, the Chinese were accustomed to building larger families as a defense against the effect 
of diseases which explains how the Chinese flourished. In this way, disease had an effect on Chinese culture.

Therefore, disease had a number of effects on human culture, such as spread of Buddhism, the spread of 
transcendentalism among diseased peasants and the belief in larger families in Chinese culture. 

Language of Explanation:

Uses verbs that indicate 
causes or effects





Compare the following texts.  Which 
seems more ‘academic’?  Why?
1. The treatment of women in Babylon was poor. The 

women suffered a lot, and the laws treated women as 
the property of men. Men could sell women “for 
money or give them away to forced labor.”  Women 
received benefits when there were children involved. 

2. The treatment of women in Babylon was poor. This 
can be seen in the Babylonian laws, which state that 
men can sell their wife or daughter “for money or give 
them away to forced labor” (Hammurabi's Code). This 
shows that women were treated like the property of 
men. Even laws that seem to benefit women are 
mostly designed to protect children.



Compare the following texts.  Which 
seems more ‘academic’?  Why?
1. The treatment of women in Babylon was poor. The 

women suffered a lot, and the laws treated women as 
the property of men. Men could sell women “for 
money or give them away to forced labor.”  Women 
received benefits when there were children involved. 

2. The treatment of women in Babylon was poor. This 
can be seen in the Babylonian laws, which state that 
men can sell their wife or daughter “for money or give 
them away to forced labor” (Hammurabi's Code). This 
shows that women were treated like the property of 
men. Even laws that seem to benefit women are 
mostly designed to protect children.



In an argument, the writer enters into a dialogue 
with the reader.  The writer’s language choices 
show how the writer anticipates the reader will 

react.  Language can be used strategically to align 
the reader to the writer’s perspective. 



• Coffin (2006): Arguments acknowledge a context of 
multi-voicedness in which alternative interpretations 
and points of view operate alongside critically examining 
and weighing evidence.  Rather than categorical 
statements, the writer operates along a more finely 
graded continuum of probability.

• single-voiced (“monoglossic”) statements 
Categorically present information as fact; the writer’s 
perspective is the only perspective 

• multi-voiced (“heteroglossic”) statements 
Present information as debatable; the writer 
acknowledges the existence of multiple perspectives



Options in Heteroglossia

Heteroglossia

Expand

Modality

Evidentiality

Acknowledge

Contract

Proclaim

Endorse

Concur

Disclaim

Deny

Counter



Language for expanding

• Modality
• Holds ideas as tentative, leaving room for other alternatives

• may, might, could, possibly, perhaps, it is likely/possible that

• Evidentiality
• apparently, evidently

• Acknowledgement
• X says…, X argues…, According to X,



Language for contracting
• Disclaim – Taking a contrary position

• Deny/Negate
• not, will not, is not, does not

• Counter
• yet, although, but

• Proclaim
• Endorse

• This demonstrates/shows/proves

• Concur
• of course, obviously, clearly, naturally



Let’s look at some texts…



Patterns
• For bringing in information from source texts
• Monoglossic

• Expansion

• Contraction

One of the aspects of the treatment of women that stands out the most is the idea that Babylonian 

women were under the control of men. We see this in the laws concerning marriage and divorce.  Law 

128 says that “if a man take a woman to wife, but have no intercourse with her, this woman is no wife 

to him.” This shows that marriage’s basic foundation is sexual intercourse, especially putting blame on 

the woman to be “no wife” if there is no intercourse. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Besides these cruel conditions for women, there were a few beneficial rules for the women.  

Babylonian society was not so mean and actually provided some rights for women. Though the 

women were evaluated callously and brutally, there were laws that benefited women.  The women 

had the privilege to own their husband’s property legally if their husband left them and their children. 

Women could get a part of their husband’s assets to live their rest of the lives. “If a man wishes to 

separate from a woman who has borne him children, or from his wife who has borne him children: 

then he shall give that wife her dowry, and a part of the usufruct of field, garden, and property, so 

that she can rear her children.” (Code no: 137)





Patterns
• Concede + Counter

• Although some rights were given to women such as the 
right to own land and receiving a dowry, these laws 
were for the sole reason that the woman can bring up 
the children, not for her own benefit.




